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General Orders #1
July, 2021
TO BE READ AT THE FIRST MEETING FOLLOWING RECEIPT BEFORE BEING
FILED FOR REFERENCE:
1. I am very privileged and truly blessed to have been elected as your Department President for the
2021-2022 year at our 97th Department Convention in Pittsburgh, PA – June 16-19. To my
Auxiliary Brothers and Sisters, thank you for all of the love and support you have given me
throughout the years. With each and every one of you by my side we will start this year with
leadership and determination to conquer anything that comes before us. It is so hard to believe
that this year is upon us!
2. Congratulations to all the newly elected and appointed Officers on all levels. Your love and
dedication for this organization and for our Veterans is outstanding and I know you will work
as hard as you can to make sure they have what they need, for without them there would be
no us. “Soaring Above and Beyond” is what we do as it is “Our Veterans Forever and
Always.” Please remember to thank a Veteran – the gratification to both of you will be
priceless.
3.

Instructional weekend will be held July 10 and 11 at the Red Lion Hotel, Harrisburg, PA. This
event will be by invitation ONLY.

4. Many thanks to Joyce Reece, our Program Coordinator for taking this position, she is doing an
outstanding job and I am very grateful. To Jodie Hollinger our Department Secretary/
Treasurer and Sandy Brenner our Assistant Treasurer/Clerk. This past year and one-half has
been exceedingly difficult for all of us; but somehow you have held us together and we have
continued to grow stronger and wiser.
5. VFW and VFW Auxiliary National Convention will be held in Kansas City, MO July 31 –
August 3, 2021. Our great state of Pennsylvania has continued to work hard even through this
pandemic and I feel certain we will make our Jr. Past President Wendi Hennemann extremely
proud by bringing home many awards. Together we will make a difference as we will continue to
work side by side with our Comrades as a strong team.
6.

My Special Projects for 2021-2022 are in support of two Homeless Veteran Shelters. First –
Veteran’s Place of Washington Boulevard, Pittsburgh which was established in 2008 and
Mr. Sandy’s Homeless Veteran’s Center, York, PA. officially established in 2015 after the
death of Mr. Sandy Walker who had a dream to secure shelter for every homeless Veteran.
Both are non-profit organizations who work untiringly for our Veterans. In addition to asking for
your donations to my Special Projects, I also have available my Veteran pin which says it all,
“We don’t know them all, but we owe them all.” All profits from this pin sale ($3.00 each)
will go into my Special Project fund.

7. Attention all Auxiliary Presidents: Should you have any change of officers during the year,
It is very important that you send Jodie (jodie@pavfwaux.org) an email with the changes, this
should include the person’s name and ID number. Please be sure in the message you identify
yourself and your Auxiliary. It is very important that these changes be made in MALTA as soon
as possible after they occur.
8. I am extremely excited to finally start my visits along with my Chief of Staff Sandy Wilder.
To meet each and every one of you who make the difference. Alone we can do so little, but
together we will accomplish what needs to be done.
7. Monthly Promotional Letters are to be given to your Auxiliary and/or District Chairman at the
next meeting and presented on the floor. NOTE: These items are available on the website at
www.pavfwaux.org.
.
Americanism/Patriotic Instructor
Auxiliary Community Outreach
Barger Golf Outing
Chief of Staff/Extension
Historian
Hospital
Treasurer Tips

IMPORTANT DATES
2021
July 5
July 31
Aug. 20-22

Department Headquarters closed – July Fourth Holiday
August 3 National Convention, Kansas City, MO
Program & Leadership Conference, Red Lion Hotel,
4751 Lindle Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111
Oct. 22-23 VFW Commander’s Testimonial Weekend

BY ORDER OF:

Pam Sopher
Pam Sopher
Department President

ATTEST:

Jodie Hollinger
Jodie Hollinger
Department Secretary/Treasurer

Patriotic Instructor/Americanism
General Orders #1
July 2021
Merriam-Webster defines patriotism as “love for or devotion to one’s country.” This can be defined,
implemented, or shown in various ways. It can be that feeling of pride, excitement, and joy when seeing
our flag flying high at our homes or being carried proudly down the street in a parade.
Recently, I witnessed the interaction of a Vietnam veteran and two WWII veterans, as well as the
kindness and patience exhibited by an Iraqi veteran listening to the experiences of a WWII veteran.
Which branch of service each veteran was a part of really is not important but rather, the camaraderie,
respect and understanding that each had for the other is the focus of their interaction. Witnessing
these two examples made me proud to be an American and to witness their patriotic unity. I was in awe
of all of them. Even though each of them had different experiences, they all did this for love of their
country. In plain language, the patriotism they exhibited drove them to answer the call of duty. Each of
these individuals acted for the love of their country, this country, more importantly, our country!
Sometimes patriotism is not just the obvious flying of our flag, it is also the pride that we feel when we
see the camaraderie of various generations of veterans and the way they interact, their patriotic unity.
Patriotism is the pride that we feel toward our veterans, the flag, and our nation. All these thoughts fill
my heart and bring tears to my eyes.
This is what patriotism means to me, what is patriotism to you? I would like you to capture your
“moments of patriotic unity” and record the events on social media. Please make sure you tag the
activity using the hashtag #AuxiliaryPatriotism. Let us record the events so we can preserve all we do
for “Our Veterans, Forever and Always.”
Let us begin this year by “Soaring Above and Beyond” for our Veterans, their families, and our
communities.

Loyally,

Janet Albin

Tips

for Treasurer’s

General Orders #1
July 2021
 Every check must be signed by the President AND the Treasurer
 Pay your Bond through MALTA in July
 Do NOT send DD214s with the applications. It is the job of your Auxiliary
investigating committee to verify the member is eligible through the veteran
listed.
 You may go in and submit your 990N postcard as early as July, I
recommend doing this early to get verification it was completed before the
November 15th deadline.
 PLEASE look over applications – it is your job to verify everything is listed
to complete the process. Example: Aux number in top left corner, date of
birth, medals, dates of service and location if Non-Affiliated. These are
commonly missed.
 CANCER GRANT this should be paid through MALTA, not by sending a
check to Department. Look under your shortcuts and you will see – Make a
Gift.
 When sending an email to Department Headquarters always include the
following information:
Your Name
Your Post Auxiliary Number
Your Title

HISTORIAN
GENERAL ORDERS #1
JULY 2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
My name is Carol Schrum and I have been appointed 2021-2022 Historian & Media Relations
Chairman for Pennsylvania.
We must make sure we are getting the word out about our VFW Auxiliaries, as we start the
2021-2022 year. We can start by spreading the word in the Media. We want the public to
understand what our organization is doing for our Veterans, their families and people within the
community.
Remember, there are many ways to get the word out.
Media, Digital Media and the Traditional Ways
Let us get started now on letting everyone know what we do within our organization. When you
are having a function invite the Media, takes lots of pictures, setup a photo booth and think
outside the box. It is up to us to keep the history going in the Auxiliary. If you have any
questions, please call or email me. I will help you anyway I can.
I look forward to working with you this year on this challenging program as we support our
“Veterans, Forever and Always” and “Soar Above and Beyond.”

Loyally,

Carol Schrum
Carol Schrum
Historian/Media Relations Chairman
1501 Stanton Street, York, PA 17404
717-873-2174
walfack@aol.com

GENERAL ORDERS #1
JULY 2021
Welcome to our HOSPITAL PROGRAM
What you can expect this coming year!
*Honors Escort
*Valentines for Veterans * Women Veterans Health Care
*Volunteer Recruitment, Recognition and Support
1. Honors Escort Program: An end-of-life protocol for veterans. New to this year’s program.
This is an opportunity to honor each veteran in a respectful and open manner and provides
a way for a veteran’s family and friends, other veterans and medical facility staff to
participate in a display of high regard and reverence for the individual at the time of death.
Citation to every Auxiliary that provides outreach education about the Honors Escort
Program. Criteria and entry form (required) available at www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources.

2. Valentines for Veterans: You can share the love we have for our veterans and service
members this Valentine’s Day by sending a store-bought or handmade valentine, hosting a
party, recognition event or dinner in their honor. Fellow members, individuals and groups in
your community can use their creativity to show compassion for our veterans and service
members.
3. Women Veterans Health Care Program: Help our women veterans receive the benefits and
services they deserve. Visit www.womenshealth.va.gov. The VA is dedicated to meeting
the health care needs of women veterans which is the fastest growing group of the veteran
population.

4. Volunteer Recruitment, Recognition and Support: New volunteers are needed every day
across the country. Volunteers offset millions of dollars in expenses in health care. They
help create a friendly and caring atmosphere no matter where they volunteer. For more
information on being a volunteer, recruitment, recognition and support download the
Hospital Program Guide at www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources.
Linda Dilling, Hospital Chairman

Peggy Freyer, Hospital Co-Chairman

“Soaring Above and Beyond” by Working Hard for “Our Veterans, Forever and Always”!

27th ANNUAL
BARGER NURSING SCHOLARSHIP
GOLF SCRAMBLE
SPONSORED BY
VFW POST 8896 &
PA VFW DISTRICT 21
FRIDAY, AUGUST 13, 2021
$75.00
PER
PLAYER

THE BRIDGES GOLF COURSE
6729 YORK ROAD
ABBOTTSTOWN PA 17301
717.624.9551

8:00am Shotgun Start
$75.00/player
Luncheon Buffet at the VFW Post 8896, East Berlin, PA

Program Ads and Hole Sponsorships
Full Page & Hole Sponsorship--$200.00
Full Page Ad--$100.00
Half Page Ad--$50.00
Quarter Page--$30.00
100% of proceeds from Hole Sponsors and Ads go to the
Jack Barger Memorial Nursing Scholarship Fund
Deadline for Ads is July 23, 2021
For more information contact:
Dwight Fuhrman
717-225-3149
dmfuhrman@comcast.net

Auxiliary Community Outreach
GENERAL ORDERS #1
July 2021
Volunteers make a difference and when we help individuals and organizations, beyond

the Auxiliary and the VFW, we build relationships and strengthen our communities.

Auxiliary Community Outreach gives us the opportunity to work with others to
benefit children, the elderly, those with special needs as well as animals, the environment,
and public spaces. While emphasis is placed on our core VFW and Auxiliary programs, we
are thankful that Auxiliary members and Auxiliaries are participating with other
organizations.
Members and Auxiliaries can now record and be recognized for their community work
through the Auxiliary Community Outreach Program. It is important that at a meeting, a
motion is made that when members volunteer their time with other organizations, they are
representing the VFW Auxiliary and should turn in their service hours to be reported for
Auxiliary Community Outreach. All our volunteer hours need to be counted to
effectively show the importance of the local VFW and VFW Auxiliary to the
community. Take an active role in community events and show your pride by wearing
Auxiliary-branded attire; it can spark a conversation about the Auxiliary!
Get Started! • Help with and/or participate in events that benefit other organizations:
Relay for Life, Walk to End Alzheimer’s, Race for the Cure, etc.
• Partner with community to host a local First Responder Appreciation Day
• Work with police on Child ID kits, with EMTs to host CPR training, or
with firefighters on fire safety/prevention.
• Work with parks and recreation departments to plant trees and flowers.
• Hand out food at soup kitchens, deliver food for Meals on Wheels.





Reporting is easy! Visit www.pavfwaux.org, in the left column scroll down to
“Programs” and click on “Worksheet” under Auxiliary Community Outreach
Report Each Month April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022.
Fill out the worksheet online (preferred) or print and mail.
Only Report Hours volunteered with projects/programs
NOT AFFLIATED with VFW or VFW Auxiliary Programs.

Let’s show what we, the VFW Auxiliary, can do for our communities.
“Our Veterans, Forever and Always” as we are “Soaring Above and Beyond”
Loyally,

Tina
Tina Hinkle
Auxiliary Community Outreach Department Chairman
tina@vfw5265.org | 717.634.1892

CHIEF OF STAFF/EXTENSION
GENERAL ORDERS #1
JULY 2021
Dear Auxiliary Brothers and Sisters,
It is an honor to have been asked to serve as President Pam Sopher’s Chief
of Staff for this ensuring year.
Chief of Staff are the point of contact for the Auxiliaries. The Department
Chief of Staff works with the Department President and organizers to establish
new Auxiliaries and maintain current Auxiliaries. I know we do like to get new
Auxiliaries up and running in our “Unaffiliated Post”. But we have to maintain
current Auxiliaries to get them to a healthy Auxiliary.
It is very important to maintain our current Auxiliaries so we may continue
“Soaring Above and Beyond” for “Our Veterans, Forever and always.”
Auxiliaries can use the resources on www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources.
Those are:
1. The Healthy Auxiliary Tool Kit, which assists Auxiliaries in
identifying and solving issues.
2. Building on the VFW Auxiliary Foundation, this outlines duties of
officers at all levels, how to be a chairman, and why we do reports
among other applicable topics.
So, lets get this year started and I look forward to meeting allot of you as I travel
across this great state of Pennsylvania with Department President Sopher.
Loyally,

Sandy
Sandy Wilder, Chairman
724-651-0805
Swpa2004@comcast.net

