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General Orders #3
September, 2021
TO BE READ AT THE FIRST MEETING FOLLOWING RECEIPT BEFORE BEING
FILED FOR REFERENCE:
1. Congratulations to Donna K. Mills, who was elected and installed at the National Convention
in Kansas City, MO. Congratulations are also in order to Kathy Jo Reinsmith who was installed
as National Council Member Area A. You will both do an amazing job for PA! We are very
proud of you.
2.

Congratulations to Auxiliary #7631, District 29 for achieving 100% in membership. As of
August 30 PA is at 67.93%. Mentioning our Cancer Grant program when sending out
dues notices would be a great reminder.

3. Congratulations to Jr. Past Department President Wendi Hennemann and the “United We Stand”
Team on an outstanding year and for the awards we brought home to PA. Super
Congratulations to Past Pres. Wendi Hennemann and Past Pres. Sandy Wilder on your
Induction into the Circle of Excellence. Congratulations Pennsylvania – five years in a row
of Excellence!!
4.

Program and Leadership Conference was a huge success. So much information was
shared by our chairmen. They did an amazing job energizing us to make this a great year.
I am so very thankful for each and every one of you and I thank you for your dedication and
hard work making this fun for all. Sarah Smith and Karen Hoover, you are the best!!

5. ATTN: Treasurers on all levels – have you filed your 990N-e-Postcard? Deadline for
filing is November 15, 2021; however we ask that you take the time right now to complete this.
https://sa.www4.irs.gov/epostcard/ After filing remember to log back in two weeks later to
receive your confirmation of acceptance.
6.

Information is available on our website for Commander Nate Smith’s Testimonial, October 22 &
23, 2021. Make your reservations now for this special weekend.

7. Continue to work on your donations for my Veterans projects. Two words that should never
be used together are Homeless and Veteran. We needed them then, they need us now.
Always remember to thank a Veteran and if we keep “Soaring Above & Beyond,” it will
be “Our Veterans, Forever and Always.”

Monthly Promotional Letters are to be given to your Auxiliary and/or District Chairman at the
next meeting and presented on the floor. NOTE: These items are available on the website at
www.pavfwaux.org.
.
Buddy Poppy/National Home
Christmas Canteen Fund
Historian
Hospital
Legislative
Membership
Wilkes Barre VA Center
Youth Activities
Dates marked with an * indicates the Department Presidents Official Visits:
IMPORTANT DATES
2021

September
September
September
September
September
* September
September
* September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
* September
September
September
* September
September
September

6 Labor Day – Department Headquarters Closed
11 Patriot’s Day – 20th Anniversary
18 Air Force 74th Birthday
19 District 1 Rising Sun #2819 – 1:30 P.M.
19 District 8 Macungie #9264 - 1:30 P.M.
12 District 9 West Chester #106 – 2:00 P.M.
12 District 10 Lake Ariel #6520 – 1:00 P.M.
19 District 11 Berwick #821 – 2:00 P.M. (Robin Kohler, Conductress)
19 District 12 Pine Grove #3432 – 2:00 P.M.
12 District 13 Birdsboro #411 – 1:00 P.M.
19 District 15 Knoxville #6753 – 2:00 P.M.
19 District 20 Nesquehoning #8008 – 2:00 P.M.
12 District 21 Greencastle #6319 – 2:00 P.M.
19 District 22 Frenchville #8386 – 2:30 P.M.
5 District 23 Berlin #7295 – 2:00 P.M.
19 District 24 Waynesburg #4793 – 2:00 P.M.
19 District 25 Rochester #128 – 2:00 P.M. (MaryJean Mastridge, Jr.Vice)
19 District 26 John White #779 – 2:30 P.M.
12 District 28 Edinboro/McKean #740 – 2:00 P.M.
19 District 29 Coraopolis #402 – 2:00 P.M.
20 POW/MIA Day
29 Gold Star Mothers and Family Day

BY ORDER OF:

Pam Sopher
Pam Sopher
Department President

ATTEST:

Jodie Hollinger
Jodie Hollinger
Department Secretary/Treasurer

MEMBERSHIP
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“PENNSYLVANIA PENNY”

“OUR PUZZLE NEEDS YOU”
Why do people join a membership? Members join a membership
organization “because they believe in the cause it stands for and depends
on you to advocate for their beliefs and rights”. So whether it is at a town
hall meeting or lobbying on Captial Hill, the collective is stronger then
the individual.

8 WAYS TO INCREASE MEMBERSHIP









Host events that potential new members would attend
Have a membership drive
Get feedback from your current members
Keep existing members happy
Provid a personlized message for your current & new members
Begin the renewal process early
Invite all potential members and news to meetings
Include new or potential members in Auxiliary Activities

Would like to give a big shout out to the following Auxiliaries for reaching 100% or more in
membership as of August 23, 2021, Auxiliary 1063, District 1 (100%), Auxiliary 1964,
District 17 (104.71%) Auxiliary 7632, District 29 (100%) Let’s keep collecting all the puzzle
pieces so we can finish our Masterpiece.
Remember “OUR VETERANS, FOREVER AND ALWAYS and then we can continue
‘‘SOARING ABOVE AND BEYOND”.

Tammy Hunter
Tammy Hunter
Department Membership Chairman
huntertammyjo@aol.com

WILKES BARRE VA HOSPITAL
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Ann Ray and I thank President Pam Sopher for the appointments of Deputy Representative
and Representative for the ensuing year. We will continue to do whatever we can to make the
lives of our hospitalized as comfortable and rewarding as possible.
The past year was a bit challenging because we could not entertain the veterans in person.
We did our part because of your donations by sending the necessary funding for canteen
books for 6 bingos, a pizza party, pretzels from Abe’s, hot dogs, hoagies and Chinese food.
Also last year, we purchased crock shoes, showers shoes, electric razors, shirts, activity books
and 120 lip balms. If need be, we will do the same this year. We are hoping to be able to
return to the hospital as soon as possible, so we can again converse with them and be able to
see the smiling faces of those we haven’t seen in over a year, and to introduce ourselves to
the new patients that have since been admitted.
Both of us serve on the executive committee because we need to hear firsthand what is
happening at the hospital and what is needed. We feel that we are their voices to make things
right if something sounds off to us. Again, hopefully this year we can participate in the
meetings face to face rather than virtual or by phone.
We will be “Soaring Above and Beyond” what is asked of us because we love “Our Veterans
Forever and Always.” They sacrificed for us so we can keep the freedoms we have. Please
continue to make your donations to all the hospitals across this great state. All of them could
use the financial help to help our veterans.
To All our Sisters and Brothers… Stay Safe, Stay Healthy, Take Care, God Bless and God Bless
America!
Maryann Pauline, Representative
P O Box 63
Conyngham, PA 18219
570-788-3014 or 590-578-1032
NO EMAIL

Ann Ray M. Begis
23 Catawissa Rd.
Ashland, PA 17921
570-875-1314 or 570-590-2729
irsbaby1@verizon.net

CHRISTMAS CANTEEN FUND
Dear Auxiliary Members,
As Christmas approaches we are asking for donations from all Auxiliaries for our
Christmas Canteen Fund.
The goal of the Christmas Canteen Fund is to see that every patient in all our VA
facilities receives a $1.00 canteen book. It may not seem like a lot to you, but to
some it may be the only gift they’ll receive. Therefore, we ask that your Auxiliary
be generous with your donations to the Christmas Canteen Fund.
Our deadline for receiving this gift is October 31, 2021 so we are able to process
your gift and send out to our VFW Auxiliary Hospital & Home Representatives.

Make checks payable to: Department of PA VFW Auxiliary
Be sure to earmark Christmas Canteen Fund
Mail to: Dept. of PA VFW Auxiliary
4002 Fenton Avenue
Harrisburg, PA 17109-5943

“Soaring Above and Beyond” by working hard for
“Our Veterans, Forever and Always!”
Loyally,
Linda Dilling, Hospital Chairman
General Orders #2
August 2021

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM
2021-2022
General Orders #3 September 2021

Welcome 2021-2022 Chairman! There is an upcoming election here in
Pennsylvania on November 2nd. The last day to register to vote is October 18 th this
year. September and early October are the perfect time to do a “GET OUT THE
VOTE” event. This can be a non- partisan voter registration drive or a candidate
forum of some kind, such as a Town Hall Meeting or a Meet and Greet. Invite the
candidates on your local ballot or even the Judges who are running statewide to be
your guests. Include your Post Members as well as your Auxiliary to participate in
the event by attending and asking questions related to important Veterans issues.
The public may be invited also, as a way to inform them of the importance of their
local VFW’s involvement in the Legislative process.
Encourage your members to sign up for the VFW Action Corps Weekly, this is a
free e-mail subscription and the primary way the VFW keeps its members and
members of the VFW Auxiliary informed on current Veterans legislative issues.
You can sign up for this by going to vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts, click on
the Action Corps link and enter your email address and information. Use this tool
to educate yourself and your Auxiliary so that they can be informed and prepared.
Please remember you can report to me monthly or whenever you or your members
are involved in the Legislative process in any way. Encourage members to
correspond with their current Legislators by email or letters or even phone calls. It
is pertinent that we stay active and advocate for our Veterans. Send me pictures,
copies of letters or emails, or posters advertising your events. I may even be
available to visit and help you prepare. Remember we are always “Soaring Above
and Beyond” for “OUR VETERANS FOREVER AND ALWAYS.”

Loyally,
Carolyn Paccio

GENERAL ORDERS #3 / SEPTEMBER 2021
Linda Dilling, Hospital Chairman

Peggy Freyer, Hospital Co-Chairman

Honors Escort/A Final Salute
New to the Hospital Program this year the VFW Auxiliary would like to educate and raise
awareness of the Honors Escort / Final Salute program. By reaching out to nursing home
facilities throughout Pennsylvania, together we can respectfully take steps toward honoring
every military veteran at their time of passing with dignity and excellence.
The Honors Escort / Final Salute is an end-of-life protocol at the hour of death to honor
military Veterans who have unselfishly served our country.
This brief ceremonial procession invites staff, Veterans and visitors to a moment of recognition
that offers a dignified farewell to institutionalized Veterans.
 Honors Veteran and family members
 Creates a visual display of military heritage
 Allows staff a minute to grieve
To help educate and spread the news about the Honors Escort Program, please respond to
your VFW Auxiliary District President to receive nursing home contact information for your
designated area.
Why, so each nursing home has one contact – we do not want multiple calls to one facility.
 You will be given a packet with instructions on how to get started.
 Once the information is sent to the nursing home and they choose to adopt this
protocol or not - there is no more participation by the auxiliary.
 Watch the Carl Vinson VA Center in Dublin, Georgia Honors Escort video and the
Modified Nursing Home Honors Escort video on the Dept. of PA web site at
www.pavfwaux.org
 Any questions call Linda Dilling, Hospital Chairman – 814-614-4211
Thank You for accepting this challenge to educate and raise awareness about the Honors
Escort / Final Salute Program with Pennsylvania nursing homes.

“Soaring Above and Beyond” by HONORING
“Our Veterans, Forever and Always”!

TIP
September 2021
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AUXILIARY AUDITS
According to our By-laws It is the duty of the Trustees to properly audit the books of the
Auxiliary Treasurer and Secretary no later than the end of the month following the expiration of
each quarterly period. The second quarterly audit was for April, May, and June and the audit should
have been completed no later than July 31 and approved at an Auxiliary meeting and sent to
Department Treasurer no later than August 31. If your Auxiliary Audit has not been sent to
Department Headquarters as of this reading, it is now delinquent! (Per Sec. 814 – Pg.88 of the
By-Laws) Please take care of this matter immediately. If you need assistance – please reach out
and ask.

Americanism
This month are several important Patriotic Days. Many Posts and Auxiliaries plan special remembrance events
on these days. If your Auxiliary is hosting or assisting with one or more of these events. Don’t forget to
document the event with pictures, or news articles. Think about giving out American or POW/MIA flags to
attendees. Buddy Poppies can be added to the flags. Send a card or special message to Gold Star Families and
let them know that you remember their loved one and will not forget his/her sacrifice or the sacrifices of the
family. Post pictures of and a description of the event on Facebook with the hashtags #AuxiliaryPatriotism
and #AuxiliaryPatriotismPA. These are just a few simple ways that you and your auxiliary can promote our
VFW Auxiliary programs and 100% reporting. For Americanism, you participated in questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8
and 9. In addition, your event could also cross over to other programs. Have a file folder for Americanism and
keep pictures, clippings, and notes on the events so they are handy when it’s time to complete your yearend
reports.
September Patriotic Days are:
Labor Day, September 6th
Patriot Day, September 11th
POW/MIA Recognition Day, September 17th
Gold Star Mother/Family Day, September 26th

“BUDDY” POPPY/
VFW NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN
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“BUDDY” POPPY
As we all know, the “Buddy” Poppy is the official Memorial flower of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. Last years, Covid pandemic didn’t allow for many, if any, “Buddy” Poppy drives, but
with life slowly getting back to normal, we should be able to, once again, host “Buddy” Poppy
drives to allow all citizens to honor our Veterans by wearing a “Buddy” Poppy. Be sure to
advertise your “Buddy” Poppy drives by posting flyers, advertising on social media, &
television/radio event calendars. Remember, “Buddy” Poppies are NEVER sold, they are
distributed. No one should ever be refused a “Buddy” Poppy because of the inability to pay;
every “Buddy” Poppy worn on a lapel is an honor to our Veterans.
Now is the perfect time to begin thinking of a “Buddy” Poppy display to be entered into the
contest & potentially move on to National for judging. Remember, the first-place winner of each
category at the Department level will be entered at the National level for judging.
You can find the “Buddy” Poppy order forms online at www.pavfwaux.org under the forms tab.
VFW NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN
This past weekend at Program & Leadership, I had life membership forms for the VFW National
Home for Children. The cost of a life membership is just $50.00. Your auxiliary can purchase a
life membership, you can purchase one for yourself, or give one as a gift to an auxiliary or family
member. Every life membership purchase helps to assist the VFW National Home. All life
members of the VFW National Home for Children are eligible to vote for the trustees of the
VFW National Home for Children. Currently, our very own, Jodie Hollinger, is running for a
trustee position with the VFW National Home for Children.
Some other ways to support the VFW National Home for Children is by submitting $.25 or more
per member (based on the June 30, 2021, membership totals), purchasing from AmazonSmile or
purchasing off the VFW National Home for Children’s Amazon Wish List.
By continuing to be “Soaring Above & Beyond” we will continue to take care of “Our
Veterans, Forever & Always.”
Respectfully,

Missy
Missy Kearney
“Buddy” Poppy/VFW National Home for Children Program

General Orders #3, September 2021
This VFW Auxiliary year will find us
“Soaring Above and Beyond” for
“Our Veterans, Forever and Always”
and for the youth of our communities.
NEW THIS YEAR: National is asking all of
us to keep track of the number of youth
that each auxiliary is working with,
whether it is a youth group member or
someone participating in a local holiday
party. Please note (and report!) the
number of youth participants in all of
your auxiliary activities this year.
Check out the resources tab on Malta
and make note of all of the great
options provided for Youth Activities!
Included are citations for youth groups
and patriotic youth as well as contest
information, entry forms and posters for
both the National Anthem singing
contest and Illustrating America art
contest.

Please feel free to reach out if you have
any questions, comments or concerns (or
to share your ideas and activities!) for
the Youth Activities program this year.
Denise Oshall
denise.oshall@yahoo.com
814-687-4492

The VFW Auxiliary is sponsoring a national
anthem singing contest again this year for
the youth in our communities. The
contest is open to youth in grades K-12 at
the time of local entry and a U.S. citizen or
U.S national. The video contest is broken
into two grade divisions: K-8 and 9-12.
Official rules and entry form can be found
at vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youthactivities. It’s not too early to reach out to
the youth in your life – encourage them to
participate in this contest!

The VFW Auxiliary is sponsoring the
Illustrating America contest again this year
for the youth in our communities.
The contest is open to youth in grades K-8
at the time of local entry and a U.S. citizen
or U.S national. This patriotic-themed
canvas or paper art contest is broken into
three grade divisions: K-2, 3-5 and 6-8.
Official rules and entry form can be found
at vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/
youth-activities.
Now is a great time to approach your local
schools and art teachers and encourage
participation in this activity!

HISTORIAN
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
It's been two months since the new year has begun. I hope everyone has started with your history
for this year on events your Auxiliary has completed to date. Letting everyone know what we do
within our organization is an important part of our organization. We want the public to
understand what our organization is doing for our Veterans, their families and people within the
community.
Remember, there are many ways to get the word out:
You can do a facebook page, Snapchat or social media you have available.
Contact your news station, community papers, or even radio.
Start your journal or history books and display what your Auxiliary has done.
When you are having a function invite the Media, take lots of pictures, setup a photo booth and
think outside the box.
It is up to us to keep the history going in the Auxiliary. If you have any questions, please call or
email me. I will help you anyway I can.
Remember this challenging program as we continue to "Soar Above and Beyond" supporting
"Our Veterans, Forever and Always."

Loyally,

Carol Schrum
Carol Schrum
Historian/Media Relations Chairman
1501 Stanton Street, York, PA 17404
717-873-2174
walfack@aol.com

